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CONSTITUTION  

ARTICLE 1 – NAME 

 

Section 1 – This organization shall be known as the J. Ronald Haines – W.W. Durbin Ring #71 of the 

International Brotherhood of Magicians. 

 

Section 2 – The headquarters of this organization shall be in the City of Cincinnati, Ohio vicinity, 

subject to lawful changes by the Board of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE 2 – OBJECTIVES (changed from “Objects”, approved September, 2010) 

 

Section 1 – To organize and associate together individuals interested in the practice and promotion of 

the Art of Magic and its advancement. 

 

Section 2 – To encourage and assist every effort, both individual and collective, which may tend to 

foster, elevate, and advance the Art of Magic in the Field of amusements, entertainment and culture, 

and to develop new sources of progress thereof, whenever and wherever possible. 

 

Section 3 – To facilitate social intercourse, exchange of ideas and cooperation between those 

interested in or practicing the Art of Magic. 

 

Section 4 – To encourage the advancement of literature and invention pertaining to the Art of Magic, 

and to protect the inventors and authors thereof, so that they may receive full reward for their 

creations.   

 

Section 5 – To adopt proper means to discourage false or misleading advertising of magic effects, 

tricks, literature, merchandise, or actions, appertaining to the magical arts, as well as any 

misrepresentations thereof.   

 

Section 6 – To promote and conserve the interests of those professionally engaged in the Art of 

Magic; and to discourage improper competition between the amateur, semi-pro, and professional 

magician.   

 

Section 7 – To promote harmony among those interested in the magical arts. 

 

Section 8 – To advance the ethics of the magical profession, as well as of those interested therein, 

insofar as their relationship with the magical fraternity is concerned.   

 

Section 9 – To oppose exposures of the principle of the Art of Magic, except in books on Magic, and 

magazines devoted to such Art for the exclusive use of magicians and devotees of said Art; to oppose 

the exposing of magical tricks or illusions to the public in any type of performance, by whatever 

means employed.   
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Section 10 – To promote the humane treatment and care of live animals and birds whenever 

employed in magical performances, and to discourage the use of such animals and birds whenever 

such use might subject them to maltreatment, injury, or death.   

 

ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP  

 

Section 1 – Any person, eighteen (18) years of age or older, who is a paid up member in good 

standing of the International Brotherhood of Magicians, is eligible to active membership.  “Active 

Members” shall be those who have qualified, been accepted, and are in good standing locally.  They 

can have the right to vote, to be eligible to be elected to office, and to serve on committees.   

 

Section 2 – Such other memberships may be granted, established and created by vote of a majority of 

the total membership of Ring #71 as provided in the Constitution and By-Laws of the International 

Brotherhood of Magicians, subject however to their first complying with the Constitution and By-

Laws as prescribed for their membership in such International Organization.   

 

Section 3 – There may be an “Auxiliary Organization” composed of members holding the class of 

Auxiliary Membership in the International Brotherhood of Magicians, which shall be created in 

accordance with the By-Laws of the International Brotherhood of Magicians.   

 

ARTICLE 4 – OFFICERS 

 

Section 1 – The affairs of this organization shall be conducted and managed by members of the Board 

of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall be composed of the qualified members elected to and 

holding the following positions:  

 

 Officers:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Sergeant at Arms 

   Immediate Past President 

  

Board of Governors: five (5) members of the Board of Governors* 

 

  *Per Amendment #4 to Constitution and Bylaws (September 1980), the number of 

Board of Governors expanded from 3 members to 5 members.  The purpose of this amendment is “to 

get more members involved in the decision making aspects of the club’s activities.”   

 

Section 2 – Any vacancies in office, shall be filled by persons designated by the President with the 

approval of the Board of Directors, in which event such appointees shall serve until the next 

immediate annual election.  

 

Section 3 – The President and Vice President shall be eligible to immediately succeed themselves to 

office for an additional term of one year, and thereafter shall be ineligible to immediately succeed 

themselves to such office until the expiration of one year after the term of office to which they were 

elected shall have expired.   

 

Section 4 – All other officers and members of the Board of Governors shall be eligible to immediately 

succeed themselves to the office to which they were previously elected.   
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ARTICLE 5 – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

 

Section 1 – At the March* meeting, the President shall appoint a nominating committee of three 

members in good standing to nominate from the active membership, candidates for each office and 

members of the Board of Governors.  Nominations may be made from the floor at the election 

meeting.  Members nominated for an office shall indicate or have indicated that they will accept the 

nomination and serve in the capacity nominated to the best of their ability.   

 

Section 2 – All active members, resident and non-resident, shall be notified of the election date, at 

least ten (10) days prior to election.  

 

Section 3 – The annual election meeting shall be the regular May* meeting of each year, at which 

officers for the ensuing year shall be elected. 

  

*Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), month for appointment of 

nominating committee changed from May, to March.  The committee will be appointed in March, 

nominations announced in April, and election meeting month changed from June to May.   

 

ARTICLE 6 – POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

Section 1 – Prior to the September meeting, the Board of Directors shall meet and formulate matters 

of policy and administration for the coming year.   

 

Section 2 – At the September meeting, such matters of policy and administration shall be presented 

to the membership for discussion and determination. 

 

Section 3 – Thereafter, the Board of Directors shall proceed to carry out the policies and administer 

the affairs of the Ring #71 for the remainder of the (fiscal) year.   

 

ARTICLE 7 – QUORUM 

 

Section 1 – In a meeting of the Board of Directors, five or more members shall constitute a quorum.  

No Board member may vote by proxy*.   

 

Section 2 – At any meeting of the membership of this Ring, twenty percent (20%)* of members in 

good standing shall constitute a quorum.  No member may vote by proxy.     

 

*Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the Section 1 words “Proxies 

thereat will not be valid for any circumstances” were changed to “No Board member may vote by 

proxy.”  Also, the Section 2 membership quorum was changed from “seven or more members” to 

“twenty percent” of members in good standing.  

 

ARTICLE 8 – SPECIAL POWERS 

 

Section 1 – In addition to other duties prescribed in the By-Laws, the President shall have full and 

complete administrative powers in conducting the affairs of this organization, provided, however, the 

Board of Directors by vote, shall have the right to direct the President to follow a designated 
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administration plan, consistent with the matters of policy and administration determined at the 

September meeting.  However, unless thus directed, the President shall not be liable for error in 

judgment or administration.   

 

Section 2 – In addition to other duties prescribed by the By-Laws the Board of Directors shall have full 

and complete power in all matters relating to policy of this organization, subject to approval of 

matters of policy and administration determined at the September meeting. 

 

ARTICLE 9 – AMENDMENTS 

 

Section 1 – Proposed amendments shall be submitted at any regular or called meeting.  Following the 

proposal of the amendment, the Secretary shall send or provide* a copy of the proposed amendment 

and the recommendation of the Board of Directors in regards thereto, along with an individual ballot 

to all members in good standing.  Mailing shall be made at least ten (10) days prior to the next 

meeting.   

 

Section 2 – The final consideration and vote of ratification shall be at the next meeting.  Votes may be 

cast by ballot, in person at this meeting, or by mail to the Secretary.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of 

members participating in the election is necessary for enactment.   

 

*Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the Section 1 word “mail” 

was changed to “send or provide”.  This change recognizes alternative electronic distribution 

methods such as email communications.  

 

 

ARTICLE 10 – CORPORATION ACT 

 

Section 1 – Any provisions set forth in the within constitution are modified to not be repugnant to the 

general, foreign and domestic corporation act of the State of Ohio now in effect, especially such 

provisions as pertain to Corporations Not For Profit, and should any provisions of the within 

Constitution be found to be in conflict therewith, the same are hereby declared null and void, and full 

force and effect shall be given to the remaining provisions of the Constitution not in conflict 

therewith, as though said conflicting provisions were not a part thereof, and such subject matter 

referred to in said conflicting part will then be governed by the general legal and equitable law herein 

applicable.   

 

*** 
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BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE 1 – APPLICATION FOR ALL CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP 

 

Section 1 – All applications for membership shall be made on an application blank provided therefore 

by this Ring.  The applicant must answer all queries set forth in such blank and duly sign the same.  

Such applications shall bear the endorsement of at least two active members, stating such applicant 

is a reputable, desirable person, of good moral character and worthy of membership.  Said 

application and the prescribed fee shall be forwarded to the Treasurer* of the Ring.  However, prior 

to any applicant being accepted for membership in this Ring, the applicant must first be a member in 

good standing of the International Brotherhood of Magicians, of which this Ring is an affiliate.  The  

Treasurer, upon receipt of application for membership in the Ring, shall cause such application to be 

duly read at a regular meeting of the Ring and members present shall be given the opportunity to 

comment, after which a majority vote of members** at the next regular meeting will be required to 

elect such new member applicant. 

 

Section 2 – Signature of the applicant to his (her) application for membership shall be a pledge of his 

(her) agreement to support the Constitution and By-Laws, ritual and code of ethics of this Ring and 

any and all amendments thereto, as well as all resolutions now in force or hereafter adopted.   

 

Section 3 – No person shall be eligible to membership in this Ring for a period of one year following 

rejection of his (her) application for membership.  Any person rejected three times is ineligible to 

reapply for five years.   

 

*Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the Treasurer (previously the 

Secretary) receives the applications and fees.   

**Amendment #5 also changed this section, to remove the requirements of membership 

committee vote, and removing the “blackballing” possibility where three negative votes could reject 

an applicant.  

 

ARTICLE 2 – FEES AND DUES 

 

Section 1 – The annual dues for the membership in this Ring shall be such amount as may be fixed by 

the membership, which dues shall be payable by July 1
st

 of each year.  Members are required to pay 

international dues separately.* 

 

 *Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the requirement for 

members to pay international dues separately, replaces the prior requirement that dues payment 

include the amount for international dues. 

 

Section 2 – Any member whose dues are three months in arrears shall be automatically suspended.  

Any member whose dues are less than twelve months in arrears may be reinstated by paying a year’s 

dues.  Such reinstatement shall be dated from the date said member’s dues became in arrears.  Any 

person more than twelve months in arrears must make application as a new member.   
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Section 3 – Applications for membership shall be accompanied by one full years dues.  The Board may 

assess guest fees to nonmembers as well as members in arrears on dues, attending Ring events.** 

 

**Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), removed sentence allowing 

proration of dues, and replaced with provision allowing assessment of guest fees. 

 

Section 4 (LATE DUES PENALTY), – The Ring #71 dues are due and payable on or before July 1
st

 of 

each calendar year.  Any Ring dues received more than three months in arrears will be subject to a 

$5.00 late charge in addition to the annual dues.***  Any late paying member’s name will not appear 

on the coming year’s roster.   

 

This late penalty section was inserted per Amendment #3 to Constitution and Bylaws 

(September 1976). Subsequently, per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the 

late charge fee increased from $2.50 to $5.00, and provided a three month grace period. 

 

ARTICLE 3 – DUTIES OF OFFICERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS / BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 

PRESIDENT: 

Section 1 – The President shall preside at all meetings of the organization; select and appoint, subject 

to his dismissal, committees, or persons, from the membership of the organization whenever any 

normal or special business, investigations, trials or other normal business necessitates, in his 

judgment, the appointment of such committee or persons; he shall be ex-officio member of all 

committees; he/she shall have full and complete administrative powers in conducting the affairs of 

the organization, subject, however, to the direction of the Board of Directors of this Ring.   

 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Section 1 – The Vice President shall assist the President in the discharge of his duties, and in the 

absence of the President at meetings shall preside in his stead.  In the event of death, resignation, or 

during the period of disability, or when for any reason the said President is disqualified to act, the 

Vice President shall succeed to the duties of the President, such succession shall only be for the 

period of such disability or disqualification; however the event of disability or disqualification, shall be 

determined by the Board of Directors.   

 

SECRETARY:  

Section 1 – The Secretary shall keep a true record of all proceedings of the Ring, together with the 

minutes thereof, as well as a file of all correspondence pertaining to the office, and perform such 

other duties as may be delegated to said Secretary by the President or the Board of Directors and the 

By-Laws.  Said Secretary shall submit at each meeting a report of the minutes of the previous meeting 

as well as a report of the Board of Directors.  Such Secretary shall also compile and maintain a 

complete roster of all members of the Ring; mail statements of dues to all members of the Ring thirty 

days prior to the due date thereof; he shall mail out constitutional amendment ballots to all voting 

members, in accordance with Article IV of the Constitution of this Ring.  He shall duly account and 

turn over to the Treasurer and receive a receipt thereof from the Treasurer of all funds coming into 

his hands for the Ring.  On the expiration of his term of office, the Secretary shall surrender all books 

and records of the Ring to his successor.   
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TREASURER:  

Section 1 – The Treasurer shall receive all moneys paid to the Ring, deposit the same in a depository 

of good standing, approved by the President and Board of Directors and promptly pay all properly 

approved obligations or disbursements of the Ring.   

 

Section 2 – If required by the Board of Directors at their discretion*, the Treasurer shall furnish a 

fidelity bond in favor of this Ring as fixed by the Board of Directors, the coverage thereof to be for his 

term of office and the premium therefor paid by the Ring; said bond to be in a recognized surety 

company approved by the Board of Directors.   

 

 * Per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010), the Board of Directors has 

discretion to decide whether to require a fidelity bond. 

 

Section 3 – The Treasurer shall maintain accurate books of account of all receipts and disbursements 

of the Ring and shall render an accurate itemized account of all said transactions at each business 

meeting, and at such other periods as may be required by the President or Board of Directors of this 

Ring. 

 

Section 4 – The Treasurer shall make available all books, records, and documents for audit at such 

times as the President may direct.  

 

Section 5 – The Treasurer on the expiration of his term of office shall immediately surrender all 

books, records and documents of this Ring to his successor.   

 

SERGEANT AT ARMS: *newly added per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws (October 2010) 

Section 1 – The Sergeant At Arms is responsible to (a) ensure that meetings are maintained in an 

orderly manner, and (b) administer other duties as prescribed from time to time by the Board of 

Directors. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

Section 1 – The Board of Directors of this Ring shall have full and complete power to review all the 

acts of the officers and committees, elective and appointive, and to direct matters of policy to which 

the officers shall strictly adhere, to review and determine all matters relating to disciplinary action 

imposed on members, limited however to the provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

International Brotherhood of Magicians.   

 

ARTICLE 4 – RESIGNATION, SUSPENSION OR EXPULSION 

Section 1 – Resignation from membership shall be considered only when a member in good standing 

and not under charges submits his request therefor in writing and therewith presents his current 

membership card in the Ring.   

 

Section 2 – A member three months in arrears of dues is automatically suspended, and subject to 

reinstatement pursuant to the provisions of Article II.   

 

Section 3 – A member may be suspended, expelled or subject to other disciplinary action in 

accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the International Brotherhood of Magicians.   
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ARTICLE 5 – DUTIES, PRIVILEGES AND ETHICS OF MEMBERS 

Section 1 – It shall be the duty of every member to abide by the regulations pertaining to Duties, 

Privileges, and Ethics as set forth in the Constitution and By-Laws and Code of Ethics of the 

International Brotherhood of Magicians.  

 

ARTICLE 6 – GENERAL 

Section 1 – No person on behalf of this Ring shall enter into any contractual obligation, or in any way 

incur any debt or liability in its behalf unless so authorized by the Constitution and By-Laws, or 

specifically authorized by the Board of Directors.  

 

Section 2 – All orders on the Treasurer for the payment of obligations must be accompanied by 

invoices from creditors or statements fully describing the nature of the obligation and approved by 

the Board of Directors.  

 

Section 3 – No officer or member of this Ring shall endorse any check or draft payable to, or 

belonging to the Ring for any purpose except for deposit to the credit of the Ring in its bank or bank 

account, or for the transfer of such check or draft to the Treasurer for the purpose of such deposit.   

 

ARTICLE 7 – MYSTERIES AND RULES OF ORDER 

Section 1 – Certain initiatory and symbolic agreements, rituals, secrets and procedures now in force 

or hereafter adopted shall constitute Mysteries of this Ring.  These, together with the confidential 

proceedings of the Ring, must never be imparted or revealed to anyone not entitled thereto.   

 

Section 2 – The order of business of this Ring shall be as follows:  

1. Roll Call 

2. Reading and approving of the minutes of previous meeting 

3. Introduction of Guests 

4. Reports of Officers 

5. Reports of Committees 

6. Correspondence 

7. Unfinished Business 

8. New Business 

9. Good and Welfare 

10. Elected Officers 

 

Section 3 – The rules of order shall be governed by the general By-Laws and by Robert’s Revised Rules 

of Order when not in conflict herewith. 

 

ARTICLE 8 – MEMBERSHIP TYPES 

 

Ring 71 dues are waived for honorary members, per Amendment #5 to Constitution and Bylaws 

(October 2010). 

 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP: 

A member in good standing may by a three quarter (75%) vote of members present, be made an 

honorary member of this Ring, however he can be an honorary member only as long as he is in good 

standing with the International Brotherhood of Magicians.  The Ring may not be held responsible for 
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his International dues.  If the member allows his International membership to lapse, he automatically 

loses his Ring membership.  Once he has lost his Ring membership, he must be voted upon once 

again to regain his honorary membership status.  

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 

Ring #71 will automatically recognize any member of Ring #71 who has been made an honorary 

member of the International Brotherhood of Magicians as an Honorary Life Member of Ring #71.  

 

ASSOC IATE MEMBERSHIP*:  

Any reputable and desirable person who is a member in good standing of the International 

Brotherhood of Magicians holding the class of Associate Member and who is a spouse or bona fide 

assistant of an Active Member of Ring #71 is eligible to become an “Associate Member” of Ring #71.  

Such a member shall, if they are (at least) eighteen years of age, be able to vote, run and be elected 

to office and to serve on committees.   

 

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP*: 

Any reputable and desirable person who is a member in good standing of the International 

Brotherhood of Magicians holding the class of Junior Member and is fourteen to eighteen years of 

age is eligible to become a “Junior Member” of Ring #71.  Such members shall upon attaining their 

eighteenth birthday automatically become an “Active Member” of Ring #71 and retain their seniority 

rights with the International Organization.  Such members shall not have the right to vote, run or be 

elected to office nor serve on any committee until they become an Active Member.  Such members 

shall not be able to attend closed Initiation Ceremonies for Active Members only.  

*The Associate Membership status, and Junior Membership status, were both adopted per 

Amendment #1 to Constitution and Bylaws (May 1976).  

 

ARTICLE 9 – EMERGENCY SPENDING 

Section 1 – The President, Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer, may in an emergency, with the 

verbal approval of any three board members of the Board of Directors, spend a maximum of $150.00 

without waiting for the approval of the members at a regular meeting.  Said expenses must be listed 

and reported at the next regular meeting.*   

*Emergency Spending was approved per Article #9 to Constitution and Bylaws (1975)  

 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAW COMMITTEES: 

The 1975 Amendment Committee consisted of: 

Ronald F. Maifeld, President 

Artie Kidwell, Vice President 

Rae M. Garnar, Immediate Past President 

William H. Brewe, Member – Board of Governors 

 

The May 1976 Amendment Committee consisted of: 

Ronald F. Maifeld, President 

Artie Kidwell, Vice President 

Daniel J. Reitz, Secretary 

Patrick A. Hartzel, Treasurer 

Rae M. Garnar, Immediate Past President 

William H. Brewe, Member, Board of Trustees 
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The September 1976 Amendment Committee consisted of: 

Artie Kidwell, President 

Ronald Maifeld, Vice President 

Daniel Reitz, Secretary 

Patrick Hartzel, Treasurer 

Ronald Maifeld, Immediate Past President 

Board of Trustees: William Brewe, Rae M. Garnar, and Betty Winzig 

 

The September 1980 Amendment Committee consisted of: 

Pat Hartzel, President 

Paul Roling, Jr., Vice President 

Mark Wiechman, Secretary 

Ronald Maifeld, Treasurer 

Charles Hoffman, Sergeant At Arms 

Board of Governors: Bill Brewe, Donald Cooper, Bill Pryor, Robert Schuster, Todd Simpson 

 

The October 2010 Amendment Committee consisted of: 

Charles Arkin, President 

Frank Johnston, Vice President 

Jeff Brown, Secretary 

Patrick Hartzel, Treasurer 

Rick Gaffney, Sergeant At Arms 

Mark Weichman, Member – Board of Governors 

Don Hinton – member at large, appointed to committee by President 

 


